
 

NEWSLETTER  

Vol 1 No 3 September 2011 

ISCRAM Summer 

School 2011:  

a timely event  

August saw the fourth ISCRAM Summer 
School, a further example of ISCRAM‟s 
commitment to the education of the next 

generation of researchers into crisis 
management and response.  In developing 
the next generation of researchers into crisis 
management and response, ISCRAM may 
well be ahead of the game.  On June 25th, 
the Financial Times carried an article on 
Science’s 10 Hottest Fields1.  Coming in at 

number 10 was Disaster Management.  To 
quote: 

“Population growth and people crowding 
into mega-cities has made the world more 
vulnerable to natural and man-made 
disasters. The fast-growing field of disaster 
prediction looks for clues that something 
serious is going wrong, in time for those 
affected to do something about it. 

“Although the research covers a very broad 
field, from the collapse of ecosystems to a 
crash in financial markets, mathematicians 
believe that at the fundamental level such 
events have much in common. Increasingly, 
powerful computers and mathematical 
models enable experts to identify signs of 
impending collapse that would previously 
have been lost amid all the data.” 

It may not be quite ISCRAM‟s manifesto for 

research, but it certainly is well correlated!  

So let us wish all the participants at the 
summer school all success in their 
endeavours.  What they learn and develop 
there may help us all in years to come. 

Much of this edition of the Newsletter focuses 
on the New ISCRAM board and its efforts to 
improve and extend the activities and 

support that ISCRAM offers its members. In 
addition, Zeno Franco reflects on moving 
from graduate school to a post-doctoral 
research position.  Wolfgang Raskob reports 
on the NERIS network, or „platform‟ as EU 
speak will have it.  NERIS draws together 

                                                

1  http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/bedd6da8-9d37-11e0-

997d-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1RyBGYDzb 

researchers, emergency managers, 
communities and many other stakeholders to 
build the skills and understandings necessary 
to respond to and recover from a radiological 

accident.  

 

Simon French 
Newsletter Editor 
simon.french@warwick.ac.uk 
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ISCRAM 2011 

 

ISCRAM2011 conference was a fantastic 

event: great talks, wonderful location, and 
perfect organization. Thanks to all who 
contributed to this very successful meeting, 
and especially Julie Dugdale, David 
Mendonça, and Maria A. Santos for their hard 
work as program and conference chairs.   

 

Rebecca Walton, Robin Mays and Mark 
Haselkorn won the best paper award for their 
paper entitled: Defining “Fast”: Factors 

Affecting the Experience of Speed in 
Humanitarian Logistics.  The abstract of this 
read as follows: 

Speed is a central value for emergency logistics 
stakeholders. Emergency response literature 
makes a compelling case for rapid logistics 
processes to provide goods and services in 
humanitarian emergencies. However, speed is 
not well-defined concept. While situational 
demand contributes to the need for speed, an 
important factor is the perception of speed 
given the experience of the response 
stakeholders. Unfortunately, the literature lacks 
complex, situated pictures of how logistics 
stakeholders experience speed (i.e., what does 
it mean for a logistics process to be “fast”? 
What factors affect whether stakeholders 
perceive a logistics experience as fast?) To 
address this gap, we explored how logistics 
stakeholders in a large international 
humanitarian organization experience and 
perceive speed of operations. Our findings 
suggest that (1) the experience of speed is 

often comparative, not solely objective; (2) 
close communication between internal clients 

(field requestors) and service providers 
(logistics team) can make clients more likely to 
experience the logistics process as fast; and (3) 
feeling in control of decision-making can make 
both clients and service providers more likely to 
experience the logistics process as fast. 

The Mike Meleshkin for the best student 
paper was awarded to Bas Lijnse for his joint 
paper with Jan Martin Jansen, Ruud Nanne 

and Rinus Plasmeijer entitled: Capturing the 
Netherlands Coast Guard's SAR Workflow 
with iTasks.  The abstract of this read as 
follows: 

The dynamic nature of crisis response 
operations and the rigidity of workflow 
modelling languages are two things that do not 
go well together. A recent alternative approach 
to workflow management systems that allows 
for more flexibility is the iTask system. It uses 
an embedded functional language for the 
specification of workflow models that integrates 
control-flow with data-flow in dynamic data-
dependent workflow specifications. Although 
there is a variety of publications about the 
iTask workflow definition language (WDL) and 
its implementation, its applications have been 
limited to academic toy examples. To explore 
the iTasks WDL for crisis response applications, 

we have developed an iTask specification of the 
Search And Rescue (SAR) workflow of the 
Netherlands Coast Guard. In this specification 
we capture the mix of standard procedures and 
creative improvisation of which a SAR operation 
exists. 

Our congratulations to all the award winners.  
Both papers are available in the conference 
proceedings at www.iscram.org and are well 
worth reading – as indeed are all the other 
papers in the proceedings. 

ISCRAM 2012 

 

9th International Conference on 

Information Systems for Crisis 

Response and Management 

Integrative and Analytical Approaches to 
Crisis Response and Emergency  

Management Information Systems  

Vancouver, Canada. April 22nd to 25th 2012 

www.iscram.org/iscram2012 

Each year, ISCRAM brings together top 

researchers and practitioners working in the 
area of information systems for crisis and 

www.iscram.org
www.iscram.org/iscram2012
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emergency management.  ISCRAM 2012 will 
welcome emergency management 

researchers and practitioners to beautiful, 
vibrant Vancouver. You are invited to present 
research findings and application experiences 
that address the practical and technical 
challenges of implementing current 
emergency management information 

systems and the design and evaluation of 

next-generation systems. 

Planned tracks include: 

- Early warning and alert systems  
- Analytics and interoperability  
- Monitoring and observation for disaster 

management  

- Risk perception and management  
- Education & training  
- Collaboration and collaborative systems  
- Human-computer interaction  
- Intelligent technologies  
- Rescue robots  
- Social media  

- Decision analysis and decision 

technologies  
- Geographic information science and crisis 

management  
- Hazard and risk simulation  
- Research methods 

The ISCRAM 2012 Organizing Committee 
looks forward to welcoming all of you to 
Vancouver and to making your experience as 
pleasant and enriching as possible. This 
year's theme of "Integrative and Analytical 
Approaches to Crisis Response and 
Emergency Management Information 

Systems" extends the ISCRAM tradition of 
knowledge exchange between scholars and 

practitioners. The organizers are working 
closely with emergency managers in Canada 
to ensure a strong presence of planners and 
practitioners from crisis response and 
emergency management.  

A first call for papers is now available on the 
conference website as are a wealth of other 
details. Currently there is also a call for 
special sessions within the tracks and for new, 
innovative tracks. These may include, but are 
not limited to: 

- Tracks that integrate two or more 
traditional ISCRAM topic areas 

- Moderated panel discussions 
- Hands-on interdisciplinary workshops 
- Technology translation/transfer 

- Partnership based R&D involving 
academic/responder groups 

- Brief industry presentations on 
unresolved problems needing academic 

input 
- „Think Tanks‟ - addressing one problem 

or question through small breakout 
sessions 

If you are interested in proposing one of 
these, you need to write a very brief proposal 
with the following content: 

- Title for proposed Track and/or Special 
Sessions 

- Describe the intent and objectives for 

Track and/or Special Sessions in 1-2 
paragraphs 

- Where appropriate, identify proposed 

participants (e.g. invited panel) 
- Where appropriate, identify potential 

reviewers 

Proposals should be emailed to: 
iscram2012@iscram.org before October 1, 
2011.  Include "New Track Proposal" or 
"Special Sessions Proposal" in subject line.  

You are encouraged to discuss your idea with 
the organizing committee (email: 
iscram2012@iscram.org) before submission.   

Key Dates for the conference are: 

- Deadline for new track/special sessions 
proposals: October 1st, 2011. 

- Deadline for full paper submissions: 

November 15th, 2011. 
- Deadline for work-in-progress paper, 

practitioner papers, posters: January 15th, 
2012. 

- Deadline for doctoral student colloquium 
papers: February 15th, 2012. 

The Organizing Committee of ISCRAM2012 is: 

Brian Fisher (Conference Chair), Simon 
Fraser University / U. British Columbia, 
Canada 

Richard Arias (Conference Co-chair), Simon 
Fraser University, Canada 

Leon Rothkrantz (Program Chair), TU Delft, 

The Netherlands Defense Academy, the 
Netherlands 

Zeno Franco (Program Co-Chair), Medical 
College of Wisconsin 

Jozef Ristvej (Program Co-Chair), Žilina 
University, Slovak Republic 
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ISCRAM General 

Assembly and Board 

Elections 

The 2011 ISCRAM general assembly was held 
on Tuesday, May 10th, 2011 during 
ISCRAM2011 in Lisbon.  There were two 

main item of business and some standing 
ones.  Firstly the new bylaws were approved.  
These bylaws, together with our constitution 
govern the workings of ISCRAM.  Both can be 
found on: www.iscram.org.  Secondly, 
elections to the Board were held.  Linda 

Plotnick and Julie Dugdale were elected as 

new board members, while Frank Fiedrich, 
Simon French and Bartel Van de Walle were 
re-elected. These 5 board members will 
serve for a two year term, until May 2013.  
In addition to those (re-)elected, 5 more 
board members are continuing their service 

until May 2012: Tim Grant, Mark Haselkorn, 
Susanne Jul, Murray Turoff and Gerhard 
Wickler. These board members were elected 
at ISCRAM2010 in Seattle.  ISCRAM is 
grateful to Robin Mays for acting so 
efficiently as returning officer.   

The assembly also approved the budget for 

ISCRAM operations and discharged the board 
for its work in the previous year.  

New Members of the 

Board 

Linda Plotnick writes about her first months 
on the board: 

In May 2011 I was 
elected to the ISCRAM 

Board.  Since that time, 
I have been attending 

meetings and 
participating as a Board 
member and as the 
Chair of the Membership 
Committee.  What is 

most exciting to me is 
hearing (and being part 

of) the great plans that will enhance the 
experiences of our community.  I am grateful 
to be a part of all this and hope to see you all 
in Vancouver in 2012.  Thank you so much 

for allowing me this great privilege to serve 
our community as a member of the Board. 

And, in turn, Julie Dugdale writes: 

First of all, a huge thanks to all who voted for 
me to be on the ISCRAM Board! After having 
co-organised the ISCRAM 2011 conference I 

was very keen on 
contributing a lot more to 
the ISCRAM community 
and serving on the Board 

seemed a perfect way to 
do this. To be honest it's 
great to be 'in the thick of 
it' as it were, seeing the 
huge amount of work that 

goes on behind the scenes and doing my part 
in helping to push ISCRAM forward, it's all 

very exciting. Along with Simon I'm currently 
supporting Linda on the Membership 
Committee and I'm also working with Tim as 
part of the Academic Standards Committee. 

During a recent visit to Vietnam I also 
investigated the possibility of holding an 

ISCRAM Summer School in Asia, we're 
working on it so watch this space. One thing 
that makes being a Board member so 
enjoyable is the people that I work with. My 
fellow Board members are a great bunch, 
just like working with old friends in fact. So 
thanks again for your support and I'll 

hopefully see you in Vancouver for ISCRAM 
2012.  

Reports from the 

Board 

 

The new ISCRAM board was elected during 
the general assembly at ISCRAM2011 and 
promptly met the next day over lunch.  

Difficult though it was with the sun and the 
wine, we made some quick and early 
decisions to set up the standing committees 
that had been approved in the adoption of 
the Board‟s bylaws. 

Since then we have met 4 times over Skype 
and several Board members held a meeting 

during the Summer School.   

The Board together with the member‟s major 
roles are: 

¶ Julie Dugdale:  Board member 

¶ Frank Fiedrich:  Treasurer  

¶ Simon French:  Chair of Marketing and 

Communications Committee (MACC)  

¶ Tim Grant:  Chair of Publications and 
Academic Standards Committee (PASC)   

¶ Mark Haselkorn:  Liaison with 
ISCRAM2012 

¶ Susanne Jul:  Vice President and Chair of 
Meetings Committee  

¶ Linda Plotnick: Chair of Membership and 
Member Services Committee (MAMC). 
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¶ Murray Turoff: Board Member 

¶ Bartel Van de Walle: President  

¶ Gerhard Wickler: Secretary 

Much of the focus of the Board‟s work has 

been on getting the standing committees up 
and running.  Reports from PASC and MAMC 
are below.  Reports from the MACC and 
Meetings Committees will be in the next 
issue of the Newsletter. 

Membership and 

Member Services 

Committee (MAMC) 

The ISCRAM Association now has 82 

members.   Welcome to all members, new 
and old.  If you aren‟t a member we urge you 
to consider joining – the strength of our 
membership makes our ISCRAM community 
that much stronger. 

The Membership and Member Services 

Committee has been working on revising 
membership procedures to make us more 
effective, efficient, and responsive.  Our goal 

is to best serve our members.  Therefore, we 
ask that if you have ideas as to what benefits 
you, as a member, would like to have or 
thoughts about how the process of becoming 

and being a member would better serve you, 
please let us know.  You can contact the 
MAMC Chair, Linda Plotnick, at 
linda.plotnick.iscram@gmail.com. 

Publications and 

Academic Standards 

Committee (PASC) 

The ISCRAM Newsletter really works. The day 
after Newsletter 1 hit the cyberstreets with 

our plea for two volunteers, Mark S. Pfaff 
was aboard. Ioannis Dokas joined us at 
ISCRAM 2011. Thanks and welcome! 

We‟ve picked up several more tasks, all 
aimed at seeking ways in which ISCRAM can 
better serve the academic needs, interests, 

and ambitions of her members. We‟re trying 
to obtain an ISBN number for past ISCRAM 
conference proceedings, and to ensure that 
they are indexed by Google Scholar and 

Scopus. We‟re seeking more opportunities for 
ISCRAM conference papers to be selected for 
subsequent publication in journals. And we‟re 

helping the organisers of ISCRAM 2012 and 

2013 to incorporate the best practices of past 
ISCRAM conferences (and learning from 
them in return).  You can contact the PASC 
Chair, Tim Grant, at 

tim.grant.iscram@gmail.com 

ISCRAM Activities 

Report 

At the 2009 ISCRAM summer school a small 
group of PhD students came up with the idea 
of publishing regularly an informal 

community-driven report on the activities, 
events, and projects of ISCRAM members.  

We have published a few reports, but learned 
that our community-driven vision of the 
report was too ambitious. 

This fall we will publish the last report in its 
original format (unless we receive a sudden 
flood of submissions off course) and go back 
to the drawing board for ISCRAM-AR 2.0. 

This time embedded in the ISCRAM website 
and newsletter efforts. We‟ll come back with 
a different format, but the same goal: to 
provide an up-to-date overview of what‟s 
happening in the ISCRAM community. 

Bas Lijnse 

Editor, ISCRAM Activities Report 
http://www.iscram.org/activites 

ISCRAM Summer 

School 2012 

The 4th ISCRAM Summer School was held in 
Tilburg from August 17 to 26, 2011. It was a 
very successful event with very positive 
feedback from the 21 students who attended. 

Among the highlights were Jonas Landgren‟s 
design workshop and a training day in 
Belgium.  Various slides, tweets and 
comments may be found from the ISCRAM 
live website: 
http://www.iscram.org/live/summerschool20
11  

http://www.iscram.org/live/summerschool2011
http://www.iscram.org/live/summerschool2011
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Translating Yourself:  

Some Reflections on 

the Transition from 

Graduate School to 

Post Doctoral 

Employment for 

Transdisciplinary 

Researchers 

In 2006 I attended ISCRAM for the first time 

as a PhD colloquium participant at NJIT 
facilitated by Dr. David Mendonça.  This may 
sound a bit over the top, but for the first 
time I felt like I had found my academic 
“home.”  My doctoral training program was in 
clinical psychology, and I was studying 
disaster mental health and Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder.  But while I was assisting 
my lab put together a paper on Hurricane 
Katrina, I realized that it was probably more 
important to try to use psychology to try to 
prevent psychological injury rather than to 
treat it after the fact.  Through this, I started 
studying the psychological aspects of 

command and control in disaster 
management.  My advisor was also 
interested in doing work in this area and had 
received some start-up funds from the US 
Navy.  Around the same time I met – 
somewhat by chance – Pat Brogan, a former 

VP at Adobe.  She put me in touch with the 
founders of a small software firm in the 
Silicon Valley, Dr. Nina Zumel and Bob 
Dourandish, who had several research 
contracts with the US military.   

All of us were interested in simulating human 
performance in disaster management 

contexts, but at that time, most of the 

disaster simulators were single person player, 
or were so scripted that it wasn‟t really 
possible to run experiments using these tools.  
After considering several options, Dr. Zumel 
proposed going after a National Science 
Foundation STTR (Small Business Technology 

Transfer) grant to fund a project.  We were 
successful in obtaining funding, which 
allowed us to purchase licenses for the 
Dynamic Distributed Decision making (DDD) 
simulator produced by Aptima, Inc., a large 
human factors subcontractor for the US 

Military.  The funds from this grant also 
allowed us to travel to the BEST lab, run by 

Dr. Wayne Shebilski in Dayton, OH, to 
receive training on how to generate scenarios 
within the DDD.  Dr. Zumel and spent the 
better part of a year scripting and writing 

code for 6 disaster scenarios, interacting with 
the Homeland Security Symbology Working 
Group to obtain the most current FEMA 
symbol sets (which were still fairly primitive 

even in 2008), and working to make what 
was initially a military simulator better 
describe the disaster problem space.  All of 
this work ultimately culminated in a day-long 
experiment involving 2 teams with four 
“players” who had all received FEMA ICS 100 
training.  The experiment served as the 

foundation for my dissertation, and we took 
best paper at ISCRAM 2009 in Gothenburg – 
although I wasn‟t able to be there because 
my second child was on the way by this point! 

Managing the transition from being a 
graduate student to Post Doc, and then 

(hopefully) to an assistant professorship – 
while staying focused on this research has 
been complicated by the fact that my degree 
is clinical in nature, and to maintain my 
ability to practice as a psychologist I have to 
work in a medical setting.  I was warned 
early on in my graduate career that my 

research was so interdisciplinary that I might 
not “fit” in traditional departments, making it 
much harder to get a job.  As a result I 
decided to complete my clinical training in 
Veteran‟s Affairs Hospitals, and took a Post 

Doc at an academic medical center.  At first, 
I really wasn‟t sure how to make all the 

pieces fit together, and colleagues continually 
try to pigeon hole me by saying, “he‟s the 
disaster mental health guy” – and as soon as 
I would start explaining about human 
performance in simulated environments or 
XML based scenario generation, their eyes 

glazed over.   

However, while at first I thought the Post Doc 
was going to put me back in the proverbial 
“disciplinary box” – the opposite has actually 
occurred.  I‟ve been increasingly exposed to 
a public health perspective, which fits 
incredibly well with the original idea that I 

wanted to tackle – which is preventing 
psychological injury in disasters through 
better crisis management.  I also have 
become more and more involved with faculty 
from the Department of Emergency medicine, 
and have been invited to guest lecture on 
disaster management as part of their Global 

Health Pathway, and am serving as a 
research advisor for some of their medical 
students.  The department that I am in – 
Family & Community Medicine – focuses 
heavily on community based intervention and 
the integration of hospital resources at the 

community level.  These issues are 

increasingly at the forefront of disaster 
planning and mitigation efforts (See e.g., 
Formidable Footprint; www.drc-
group.com/project/footprint.html).   

www.drc-group.com/project/footprint.html
www.drc-group.com/project/footprint.html
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In 2010, I was invited to be part of the 
ISCRAM PhD Colloquium, this time as a 
recent graduate.  While I may have provided 
some valuable lessons for the students, it 

was also an important time for me to reflect 
on what I have increasingly come to view as 
a transdiciplinary and translational research 
effort at the juncture of information science, 
human factors, and disaster studies.  There 
are several “take home” messages that I 
came back to through this process: 

¶ You are only as strong as your team – 
collaborate with people who are skilled in 
areas you are not.  Do this as early as 
possible in your graduate career.   

¶ Although it is obvious, funding is very 
helpful – not only does it allow you to 

pay for services you might not otherwise 
be able to afford, it also typically forces 
you to specify a set of scientific 
deliverables, thus structuring your work. 

¶ Think about the people who were key to 
your project who may not have been 
directly involved in it – i.e. at the edge of 

your academic network.  For me, these 
were individuals like Pat Brogan, who I 
met only once or twice, but who were 
able to connect me with others who were 

central to the actual execution of the 
project 

¶ At the close of your project, it may be 

worth reconnecting with the individuals 
at the edge of your network – in fact, 
doing so may be critical to facilitating the 
next steps in your career 

¶ Don‟t ignore chance – sometimes it is 
more effective than planning 

¶ As you transition out of graduate school 
and into “real life” as an academic, you 
may have to abstract your research into 
a broader context to remain relevant to 

your Department – although this can be 
difficult, it can also force you to think in 
terms of large systems and encourage 

connections with new collaborators. 

Zeno Franco, PhD 

HRSA Post Doctoral Fellow 
Department of Family & Community Medicine 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

NERIS-TP:  
Towards a self sustaining European 

Technology Platform on Preparedness 
for Nuclear and Radiological Emergency 

Response and Recovery 

Research project under the European 
Commission's 7th Framework Programme, 
EURATOM for Nuclear Research and Training 
Activities (work programme 2010), Fission-
2010-3.3.1, Grand Agreement Number 
269718 

Nuclear and radiological emergency 
management and rehabilitation is an integral 

part of the safety culture in the nuclear field. 
Notwithstanding the progress made in recent 
years with the EURANOS project, there were 
still topics identified that should be 
investigated further on a European level. 

Among them a platform should be 
established where the operational and 
research community can meet and discuss 
with all the relevant stakeholders the topics 
related to emergency response and recovery 
preparedness. Furthermore, urgent research 
topics in the area of nuclear emergency 

response and recovery preparedness should 
be tackled. To respond to these needs the 

NERIS-TP (TP means Technology Platform) 
project was proposed to and accepted by the 
European Commission. In a three years 
project that started February 2011, scientists 

from industry, research and governmental 
organisations in Europe will investigate 
methodological aspects and develop 
computational models related to recent 
recommendations from international bodies 
such as the ICRP (International Commission 
of Radiation Protection) and improve 

Europe‟s response by coupling decision 
support systems with an emergency 
information system Within this project, also a 
platform will be established that will be a 

unique place for combined meeting of the 
research and the operational community. 

To reflect the objectives, a working program 

has been designed in the following way: 

¶ Establishing a sustainable platform on 
emergency response and recovery 
preparedness (NERIS – European 
Platform on Preparedness for Nuclear 
and Radiological Emergency Response 

and Recovery) 
¶ Research activities to improve 

emergency management on the local 
and the national level 

¶ Improve decision support systems such 

as ARGOS and RODOS related to the 
research needs define above. 
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Of particular importance is the creation of the 
European Platform, called NERIS, on nuclear 
and radiological emergency response and 
recovery has started even before the NERIS-

TP project. The following objectives have 
been established: 

¶ Improving the effectiveness of current 
European, national and local approaches 
for preparedness concerning nuclear or 
radiological emergency response and 
recovery. 

¶ Promoting more coherent approaches in 
preparedness for nuclear or radiological 
emergency response and recovery 
throughout Europe through the 

establishment of networking activities. 
¶ Maintaining and improving know-how 

and technical expertise in preparedness 
for nuclear or radiological emergency 
response and recovery among all 
interested stakeholders in Europe by 
developing a supranational training 
programme. 

¶ Identifying needs for further 

developments and addressing new and 
emerging challenges in the field of 
preparedness for nuclear and 
radiological emergency response and 
recovery. 

In this way we intend to establish a 
sustainable platform that will be maintained 

in the long term and plays an important role 
in the communication between end users and 
the research community. 

Further information can be found on the 
NERIS Platform web page http://www.eu-
neris.net/.  

Wolfgang Raskob 

Center for Disaster Management and Risk 
Reduction Technology, 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 

Editor’s Note:  ISCRAM members may find 
the special issue of Radioprotection (Vol. 45, 
No. 5 Supplément 2010) on the outcomes of 

the EURANOS project. It may be found at: 
http://www.radioprotection.org/index.php?op
tion=com_toc&url=/articles/radiopro/abs/20
10/05/contents/contents.html. 

Call for Papers:  Special Issue 

of Technological Forecasting 

and Social Change  on: 

Planning and foresight 

methodologies in 

emergency 

preparedness and 

management 

Guest Editors: 

Murray Turoff, Information Systems, NJIT, 

Newark, NJ, USA. E-mail: turoff@njit.edu 

Starr Roxanne Hiltz, Information Systems, 
NJIT, Newark, NJ, USA. E-mail: 
hiltz@njit.edu 

Victor A. Bañuls, University Pablo de 
Olavide, Seville, Spain. E-mail: 

vabansil@upo.es 

Gerd Van Den Eede, Lessius University 
College, Belgium. E-mail: 
gerd.van.den.eede@mechelen.lessius.eu 

This issue will be devoted to planning and 

foresight in any phase or meaningful 
combination of phases of Emergency 

Preparedness and Management: mitigation, 
risk assessment, resiliency of organizations, 
training, detection, preparation, response, 
recovery, and evaluation.  The planning and 
foresight topic may also focus on a given 
area such as medical, fire, hazards, 
infrastructure, type of disaster, law 

enforcement, etc.  However, papers treating 
the integration of planning and foresight 
across different functions and areas are of 
significant interest. Insights related to human, 
organizational, and multi-organizational 

behavior and considerations are valid topics 

as well. 

Theory advancement is welcome but it must 
be tied to some degree of data dealing with 
prior examples and/or case studies of 
disaster or crisis situations.  This should be 
used to support the need for a new approach 
to any of the emergency planning areas. 

Case studies are very welcome provided they 
contain insights for potential improvements 
in any aspects of planning or foresight 
methodologies. Improving the effectiveness 
of collaborative planning, resiliency, and 
actual collaboration among the many diverse 

organizations involved in emergency 

situations is also a valid topic. 

http://www.eu-neris.net/
http://www.eu-neris.net/
http://www.radioprotection.org/index.php?option=com_toc&url=/articles/radiopro/abs/2010/05/contents/contents.html
http://www.radioprotection.org/index.php?option=com_toc&url=/articles/radiopro/abs/2010/05/contents/contents.html
http://www.radioprotection.org/index.php?option=com_toc&url=/articles/radiopro/abs/2010/05/contents/contents.html
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We will consider and certainly welcome 
position and requirements based papers from 
practicing professionals in Emergency 
Management or Business Continuity 

providing insight into problems and issues 
backed up by experience, news sources, 
and/or the gathering of data.  This might also 
include unique situations such as a new use 
of existing methodologies, technology, or 
social media systems.  In such cases 
observations on the requirements to extend 

the utility of such approaches could be 
important.  Length of the paper is not a 
factor but content is; we may accept short or 
long papers if they are deemed to be useful 

and significant as well as valid.  The lack of 
good case studies in this field is a significant 

factor in holding back progress in planning.  

Papers due: December 1, 2011 

For further information you may contact any 
of the editors but please copy Dr. Turoff as 
well. Manuscripts should be submitted online 
via Elsevier's online submission system (see: 
http://www.ees.elsevier.com/tfs) indicating 

in the letter that they are for this Special 
Issue. Please also refer to TFSC's “Guide for 
Authors” for the styling and formatting 
guidelines (see: 
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldes

cription.cws_home/505740/authorinstruction
s).  

The Website for TFSC contains author 
information on formatting and submitting an 
article as well as the journal ranking in 
planning: 
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldes
cription.cws_home/505740/description#desc

ription 

 

ISCRAM China 2011 

The fifth ISCRAM China Conference will take 
place in Harbin between November 25th and 
27th this year.  Details are posted regularly 
on http://conference.hrbeu.edu.cn/ISCRAM-
CHINA2011/index1.htm.  Over 120 papers 

were submitted before the submission date 
at the end of August and the programme 
committee are now busy with the refereeing 
process.  The conference will include a 1 day 
workshop on nuclear emergency 
management on the Friday. 

News of Members 

Rebecca Walton has passed her PhD viva: 
congratulations from us all. 

Simon French has retired ... well, sort of!  He 
left Manchester Business School on June 30th 
on an early retirement/voluntary severance 
deal.  (Thank you Bankers everywhere for 

forcing public sector cuts!).  On August 1st, 
he took a part-time job directing the Risk 
Initiative and Statistical Consultancy Unit at 
Warwick University. His new contact details 
are:  Professor Simon French, RISCU, 
Department of Statistics, University of 
Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL, UK.  E: 

simon.french@warwick.ac.uk 

Please send any short items of News to the 
Editor: simon.french@warwick.ac.uk  

Where do you publish 

your ISCRAM related 

research? 

One recurrent issue concerning ISCRAM 
related publications appears to be finding 

suitable journals for our work.  This point has 
come up quite a few times in the PhD 
Colloquium.  On the new ISCRAM website, 
which is well advanced in its development, 
there will be a page with a list of journals 

that have take articles related to the 
development and use of information systems 

for crisis management and response.  It 
would be really helpful if ISCRAM Members 
and others emailed in suggestions for 
inclusion on this list. 

Simon French 
Chair, Marketing and Communications 
Committee 

simon.french@warwick.ac.uk 

Next Issue 

The next issue of the Newsletter will be 
published in December 2011.   
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